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ESH-EHA SCIENTIFIC WORKSHOP 

LEUKEMIC AND CANCER STEM CELLS: 

Common and Distinct Features
April 3-5, 2009

Cannes-Mandelieu, France

Chairpersons:

C. Chomienne (F), D. Bonnet (UK), P. Valent (AT), D. Louvard (F) 

Preliminary Program

The identification of cancer stem cells (CSC) in most cancers has led to the emergence of a new field in cancer research that is expected to provide insight into oncogenesis and hope for improved survival and cure.

Evidence of CSC first arose in the field of hematology through the study of leukemia. Although a number of isolation techniques have been developed and a large body of data on leukemic stem cells (LSC) has accumulated, they have proved difficult to isolate. This prompts hematologists to address the issue of the identification of novel markers with caution. Research on LSC requires a multidisciplinary, integrated approach involving hospital laboratories – for example haematology laboratories -, and research platforms including animal, genomic and cell sorting facilities. 

Objectives: Researchers agree on the need for an integrated approach to CSC research based on local, national and international networks and shared criteria. Strong representation of CSC research in solid tumors in these networks, along side research on hematologic diseases, is important and should prove mutually beneficial. 

This ESH-EHA workshop aims to support the development of LSC networks in Europe. These networks would aim to serve as a local reference and to actively participate with non- European LSC networks in order to reach an international consensus on LSC. 

Targeted audience: Researchers already in the field (or wishing to enter it), clinicians involved in novel targeted therapies, students and biologists working in hematology laboratories.


Friday 3rd April 2009

SESSION 1: Signatures of “stem cellness”

Chairman: 
  TBA 
2.00pm
         Daniel Tenen (Boston, USA)

         Transcription factor C/EBP alpha regulates hematopoietic stem cell proliferation during aging

2.30pm
Keith Humphries (Vancouver, Canada)

Towards the goal of suppressing leukemic stem cell function
3.00pm
Emmanuelle Passegue (San Francisco, USA)


Deregulation of transcriptional network involved in HSC self-renewal and early differentiation
3.30pm
Coffee break and poster viewing

4.00pm
Stephen Baylin (Baltimore, USA)


title pending
4.30pm
Feyruz Rassool (Baltimore, USA)


title pending
5.00pm 
Peter Valent (Vienna, Austria)


Neoplastic stem cells in leukemias: a critical review of methodologies and results

5.15pm
Kolja Eppert (Toronto, Canada)


Identification of regulatory networks specific for Acute Myeloid Leukemia Stem Cells
5.30pm
Free communication 3

5.45pm
Free communication 4

6.00pm           Welcome cocktail and manned poster session 

8.00pm           Dinner

Saturday 4th April 2009

SESSION 2: Malignant stem cells in haematopoietic disease identification and targeting
Chairman: 
 TBA 

9.00am
Tessa Holyoake (Glasgow, UK)


Novel targets for eradication of cancer stem cells in CML

09.30am
Richard van Etten (Boston, USA)

Targeting the survival and engraftment of CML stem cells

10.00am
Richard Jones (Baltimore, USA)


Myeloma stem cells
10.30am
Coffee break and poster viewing

11.00am
E. Ocio (Salamanca, Spain)



(Myeloma)

11.30am
Tariq Enver (Oxford, UK)


(Pre-leukemia)

12.00pm
Free communication 5

12.15pm
Free communication 6

12.30pm
Lunch and poster viewing

SESSION 3: Workgroups

Chairmen:       G. de Haan, J.J. Schuringa, D. Bonnet, F. Pflumio, H. Chneiweiss, P.Mayeux
2.00pm 
Workgroups


- Workgroup on cell culture, amplification and banking


- Workgroup on animal models and engraftment


- Workgroup on immuno-staining, cell sorting and purification

04.30pm           Plenary Session: Summary of the workgroups (Françoise Pflumio, Hervé Chneiweiss, Patrick Mayeux)
6.00pm
 Manned poster session and drinks


Sunday 5th April 2009

SESSION 4: Cancer Stem cell assays (flow, culture, engraftment)

Chairman: 
TBA 
8.00am
Gerald De Haan (Groningen, The Netherlands)

(Flow cytometry)
08.30am
Jan Jacob Schuringa (Groningen, The Netherlands)


BMI1 collaborates with BCR-ABL in inducing leukemic transformation of human CD34+ cells in vitro and in vivo

09.00am
Dominique Bonnet (London, UK)


Utility and pitfall of the xenotransplantation model in the study of leukemic stem cells

09.30am
Free communication 7

9. 45am
Coffee break and poster viewing

10.30am
Free communication 8

11.00am
Li Linheng (Kansas, USA)


Hematopoietic stem cell niches and leukemia stem cells

11.30am
Sten Eirik Jacobsen (UK)


Delineating the cellular pathways and the molecular determinants of normal and malignant hematopoiesis

12.30m
Conference closure


Stem Cell Networks 
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